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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 WET I IN 03720 182318Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 DOE-15 H-02 INR-10 INT-05 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 ICA-20 OES-09 
SP-02 SS-15 STR-07 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 /140 W 

080994 192116Z/75 

R 182236Z JUL78 
FM AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 591 1 
INFO AMEMBASSY SUVA 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 

UNCLAS WELLINGTON 03720 

E.O.l 1652:N/A 

TAGS: ENRG, TN, NZ 

SUBJECT: TONGAN OIL PROSPECTS 

REF: WELLINGTON 3597 

1 . REFTEL INDICATED THAT THE THIRD WELL BEING DRILLED 
BY WEBB RESOURCES, INC. IN TONGA HAD REACHED A DEPTH OF 
8,100 FEET AND THAT IT WOULD LIKELY BE FOUND TO BE DRY. 

DRILLING AT THE WELL HAS NOW BEEN COMPLETED, A DEPTH OF 
8,635 FEET HAVING BEEN REACHED, AND THE WELL HAS BEEN 
DECLARED DRY AND SHUT DOWN. THE PARKER DRILLING COMPANY'S 
RIG AND OTHER MACHINERY ARE BEING DISASSEMBLED FOR 
SHIPMENT TO SINGAPORE AND THE UNITED STATES ABOUT JULY 20. 

PRESS REPORTS INDICATE THAT WEBB ANTICIPATES CONDUCTING 
AN OFFSHORE SEISMIC SURVEY IN THE WATERS AROUND TONGATAPU 
AND EUA BEGINNING BEFORE THE END OF 1978, WITH DRILLING 
COMMENCING PERHAPS AS EARLY AS MID-1979. 

2. I LOOK FORWARD TO RECEIVING THE DEPARTMENT'S AND 
THE RRA'S COMMENTS ON POINTS RAISED IN PARA 4 REFTEL. 
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